THE THIRD VOYAGE  IS CONTINUED     gt
benefit of Her Majesty, the Lords of the Council, and
the shareholders.
Best speaks of all this from hearsay. His ship, the
'Anne Francis, the Thomas of Ipswich, the Moon, the
Thomas Allen, and the Gabriel were outside, having a
terrible time. When the wind was fair for the strait
the fog was so thick they durst not move. When the
weather was clear it was blowing a gale out of the west.
And all the time the ice was besetting them. When it
fell calm the tide rushed the ice about them suddenly.
Poor Best lost sight of the other ships in the midst of
these troubles. The Moon, a fly-boat, was lifted up and
stove in by the ice. The Thomas of Ipswich and the
Anne Francis had their false stems borne away and
their sides "strucken quite through."
Now about the 8th of August, having had as much
of this as they could stand, the captains and pilots of the
Thomas and Moon came aboard of the Anne Francis to
hold a consultation. They had lost sight of the Thomas
Allen and the Gabriel, and they had had no news of the
fleet for nearly three weeks. The question was: In
view of the dreadful weather, should they turn about
and go home, or should they court destruction by trying
to get up to the anchorage? Was it not reasonable to
suppose that the Admiral, with the rest of the fleet, hav-
ing encountered the same insufferable obstacles, was now
on his way home ? How much longer could they with
-safety attempt the passage, seeing how the ice was form-
ing about the ships each night already?
These weighty arguments were put forward and dis-
cussed by the assembled captains. Finally Captain Best,
as the senior officer present, advanced it as his opinion
that they could not return home without ascertaining
the position of the Admiral. Such a scheme was not to
be thought of. On the other hand, he pointed out, he
had on board the sections and timbers of a five-ton pin-